
Parish Mission Statement  
Empowered  by  the  Holy  Spi r i t ,  we ,  the  people  o f  Ascension,  s t r i ve  to  be  un i ted  in  Chr i s t  

through  worship  and prayer ,  grow in  Chri s t  through  God’s  word  and the  sacraments ,   

and  serve  Chri s t  in  one  another  by  shar ing  t ime,  ta len t  and treasure .  

P A L M  S U N D A Y  O F  T H E  P A S S I O N  O F  T H E  L O R D

M A R C H  2 4 ,  2 0 2 4  

From the Pastor’s Desk 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

March 24, 2024 

Mark 14:1-15:47  

Dear Ascension Family, 

Greetings of peace and good health!  Today’s lit-

urgy begins the Holy Week.  On this day we seem to be 

doing contradictory things.  We call it Palm Sunday, and we also call it Passion 

Sunday.  The liturgy today commemorates Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.  The Jews 

turned it into a jubilant occasion.  They see this moment as the beginning of a glori-

ous era for themselves, with Jesus as their king.  They shout “Hosanna!” It is a 

word that has deep meaning for them.  In Hebrew, it means, “Save now!”  It is the 

old Jewish cry from the heart of salvation.  Of course, the salvation that is upper-

most in their hearts at this moment is political salvation.  Their holy city and their 

holy nation are polluted with a Gentile presence and a pagan god, with the empire 

of Rome and its Caesar-God.  They are thinking of a political restoration - the res-

toration of the kingdom of David! 

What the people do not realize is that as Jesus enters the city of Jerusalem, 

he is entering into his death.  That is why in today’s liturgy we seem to be doing 

contradictory things.  We have a number of conflicting elements, a paradox if not a 

contradiction:  a King and a convicted criminal, shouts of “hosannas” and shouts of 

“Crucify Him!”, triumph and tragedy.  And all these in one liturgy.  Does it make 

sense?  Indeed it does, because we are celebrating the Paschal Mystery. 

What is the paschal Mystery?  An inseparable twosome, a duality: the dying-

rising of Jesus.  Most of us have been taught in the past to have a sharp dividing 

line between Lent and Easter. Lent meant that we live again in memory of the dying 
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of Jesus, so that on Easter we might relive his rising.   This practice appears like a yearly liturgical acting, a play!  Lent is no more a 

preparation for the rising of Jesus that Advent was a preparation for his birth.   Jesus will not rise next Sunday, no more than he was born 

in the crib last Christmas.  This is to stress the history at the expense of the mystery.  There is indeed a history:  Jesus did move from a 

desert to a garden to a cross to a tomb from which he rose.  And in Lent we try to re-live that movement, but not as if Jesus is not yet 

risen.  The fact is, Jesus has already died and risen; we dare not pretend he has not.  Lent is not the dying of Jesus and Easter is not his 

rising.  The whole of Lent is a progressively more intense initiation into the twin reality of Jesus dead and risen.   

 Today, Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion, this whole week, we enter with growing intensity into the whole paschal mystery.  

Not palms only nor passion only; it is both.  Not triumph only nor tragedy only, but triumph in tragedy.  Not a dying or a rising Christ; 

but a dying-rising Christ.  The paschal mystery is one mystery: life in and through death. 

 Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion, is not therefore a prelude to the Resurrection.  The tragedy of Calvary is not a promise of 

triumph at Easter.  The cross is itself a triumph.  In Christ’s death there is life.  The King is triumphant not simply on Easter; He is trium-

phant on Calvary.  Dying-rising is one complex reality, the mystery of Christ. 

 What does this have to do with our everyday Christian living?  Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion reveals the core of Christian 

living.  For us Christians, to live is to share in the dying-rising of Christ.  Not in the two stages:  dying here, rising hereafter.  No but as 

with Jesus, it should be with us.  Our dying-rising is a double inseparable reality.  In our dying is our rising now.  It began with our bap-

tism.  On this St. Paul is emphatic:  “Do you know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ were baptized into his death?  We 

were buried therefore by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 

newness of life”(Romans 6:3-4).  

 Newness of life now, not after death but now.  At this moment the life of Christ flows through us like another bloodstream.  

That is why we can cry out with St. Paul:  “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and 

the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:19b-20).  In Christ 

we are a new creation.  But our dying-rising is not simply a matter of sacraments.  

 And so we must constantly reproduce the journey of Jesus to Jerusalem, not only in the liturgy, but in our flesh and bones.  In 

this life we rise to new life only by dying to self.  Dying to self is never-ending.  For dying to self is turning to Christ, and turning to 

Christ is a constant conversion.  
       Praying for you all, 

  

       Fr. Anacleto 

SACRAMENTS 

Baptism 

2nd Saturday of the month @ 11:00 AM, Baptism Class is the 

last Saturday of the month preceding the baptism @ 9:00 AM, 

pre-registration is needed, available in English & Spanish in-

struction. Please call the rectory to schedule, at least one month 

ahead of desired date. For further information and for the re-

quirements of the godparents, please call the Rectory office. 
 

 

Confession 

Saturday @ 4:00 – 4:40 PM and by appointment  

 

 

Marriage 

Couple should contact the rectory office for information and 

registration at least 6 months prior to the date of marriage. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 

Call the rectory to arrange for a Priest’s visit 
 

 

 

CHURCH OFFERING 

March 17, 2024 

1st Collection -   TO BE PROVIDED 

2nd Collection -  AT A LATER DATE 

 

 

Upcoming Collections 

 

March 17th - Faith Formation 

March 24th - My Easter Gift to Church 

March 28th - Holy Thursday 

March 29th - Holy Land Sanctuaries (Good Friday) 

March 31st - Retired Priests 

 

Online Giving 

If you are interested in donating online, please visit the 

parish website. Parishioners can schedule their contribu-

tion to be made weekly, bi-weekly or monthly. 
 

 

 Parish Registration 
If you have recently moved to the area or if you are a long-time 

resident, please consider registering at the parish.  You may fill 

out the “New to our Parish?” form provided on the last page of 

this bulletin and drop it in the collection basket.  Or, you may 

stop by the Rectory Office to pick up a registration form.  We 

look forward to welcoming you to the Parish.  If you have any 

questions please feel free to call, 718-335-2626. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Confirmation Candidates’ Church Service Project 

Saturday, March 23 

Preparation of the palm branches at the lower church from 

9:00 AM - 2:00 PM.  All students who will be receiving 

the sacrament of Confirmation are required to attend. 
 

 

Classes Cancelled Religious Education 

Easter Sunday, March 31 

There will be no class for the students in the Religious 

Education Program on Easter Sunday, March 31.  The 

classes will resume Sunday, April 7 at 8:30 AM at the 

school. 



  
Saturday, March 23rd 

 5:00  PM Leonor Martirez (L) 

 

Sunday, March 24th  
  8:30 AM People of the Parish 
 

10:00 AM Victoria T. Lo 
 

11:30 AM Rosita Tan 
 

  1:00 PM Carmen Arias,  

  Milton Ramiro Andrade 

  Gabriela Moreno 

  Rosa Amaro Galindo 

  Victor Pilamunga 

  Antonio Flores 

  Candida Flores 

  Zoila Soriano 

  Roselia Soriano 

  Ana Maria Soriano 

  Marino Londoño 
 

Monday, March 25th  
7:00 AM John (L) & Sandra Prichard (L) 

9:00 AM Elmira, Gloria & all deceased members of 

  the Tanoy Family 

 

Tuesday, March 26th   
7:00 AM Arnold Carpena (L) 

9:00 AM Jose Cabreira 
 

Wednesday, March 27th 
7:00 AM Kenneth Rudnicki 

9:00 AM Lizzette Sanchez (L) 
 

Thursday, March 28th - Holy Thursday 

9:00 AM Morning Prayer 
 

7:00 PM  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

  Romeo Marquez 
   

8:00 PM - 12:00 AM  Solemn Adoration at the Place of Reposition 
 

Friday, March 29th 
 

9:00 AM Morning Prayer 

12:00 PM Seven Last Words 

3:00 PM  Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 

5:00 PM  Stations of the Cross (Outdoor Procession) 

6:30 PM  Divine Mercy Novena 
 

Saturday, March 30th  - Holy Saturday 

9:00 AM Morning Prayer 

6:30 PM  Divine Mercy Novena 
 

8:00 PM  Easter Vigil 

  Joventino and Angeles Maranan 

   

  
Please pray for: 

 Deceased members of our families 

 

MEMORIALS 
                                              March 24  –  March 30 

 

 

 

 

Altar Bread and Wine has been donated 

In Loving Memory of 

                             Delano Guangco 

                            
 

                     Sanctuary Lamp will burn 

In Loving Memory of 

                              Romeo Marquez 

                      Requested by:  Cora Marquez 
 

         Altar Flowers has been donated 

                  In Loving Memory of 
(please contact the Rectory Office to request a flower memorial) 

 

 

 

 

 

                           Altar Candles will burn 

                             In Loving Memory of 

                                  Romeo Marquez 

                       Requested by:  Cora Marquez 

    
 
 

Memorials are available, kindly contact Rectory Office. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                Pray for the Sick: 

Rosa Tan, Carmen Moredo, Sandra P. Carvajal. 

Julissa Martinez, Luis Arnulfo, Elizabeth Yee, Elie 

Fornilda, Jose Reynel Vigoya, Joel Rivera, Sursatti 

Shaw, Gloria Patricia Rios, Harold, Diego y Kennedy Gomez, 

Elisa Marquina, Maria Daulo, Jose M. Rosado, Karla Nicole 

Paredes, Romelia Arenas, Rubiela Arenas, Enrique Soto, Edu-

ardo D. Soto, Teresita Danseco, Evangeline & Victoria Dan-

seco, Nazarette Serion, Greta Tasayco, Nerissa Infante, Laura 

Kreft,  Shirley Ann Gundran, Egbert Nuñez, Avelina Quilung, 

Dennis Anthony Calimlim, Exelito Valencia, Bonifacio Guin-

gab, Margie Bulwag, Egbert Nuñez, Maria Dala Rosa George, 

Renato Go, Leticia Maranan, Denise Giglio, Rustico Castellano, 

Beth Bagnol Enriquez, Cely DeBorja, Vanessa Velasquez, 

Maggie Riego de Dios, Teresa Reale, Rosario G. Ocampo.  To 

add names, please call the Parish Office. 
 

 

2024 Annual Catholic Appeal 

Information on this year’s appeal will be provided shortly.  

We appreciate your continued support and look forward to 

reaching our goal for this year. 
 

The 2024 Annual Catholic Appeal supports the mission of 

our parish and the daily work of the Church in Brooklyn and Queens in 

ways no one parish can accomplish alone. 
 

Once we exceed our goal, we will then receive 100% of all funds 

raised above this figure directly back to our parish for operations and 

improvements. Donations for this year are being accepted. Donate at 

Annual Catholic Appeal.org or text ACA to 917-336-1255. 
 

To donate on-line: https://catholicfoundationbq.org/ annual-catholic-

appeal/Checks can be made out directly to:  

Annual Catholic Appeal 

Diocese of Brooklyn P.O. Box 310 

Kensington, CT 06037-0310 

Remember, that no gift is too small. Thank you. 
 



Spanish Corner:  
 

Lunes de Reconciliación 

El lunes, 25 de marzo celebramos con toda la diócesis “Lunes de 

Reconciliación.”  Sacerdotes estarán disponible para escuchar 

confesiones entre las horas de 9:45 AM – 11:00 AM y 6:00 PM 

– 8:00 PM en la Iglesia. 
 

 

 

El Sacramento del Bautismo 

Tenemos Bautismo en español el tercer sábado del mes a 

las 11:00 AM La clase pre-bautismal será el sábado antes 

del bautismo a las 9:00 AM.  Se requiere inscripción previa 

para la clase y el Bautismo, lo menos con un mes de 

anticipación. Llamar a la oficina parroquial para más 

información y para los requisitos de los padrinos. 
 

 
 

Clases de Educación Religiosas Para Adultos 

La Orden de la Iniciación Cristiana de Adultos (OICA) son 

clases para adultos necesitados de recibir los sacramentos 

de Bautismo, Comunión o Confirmación.  Las clases de 

OICA también son para adultos que no son Católicos, pero 

están interesados en ser Católico.   
 

Para información sobre el programa y atención en español, 

llamar al 718-335-2626, en el horario de día de lunes a 

viernes. 
 

 

 

Proyecto de Servicio en la Iglesia 

 estudiantes en preparación para la Confirmación 

Todos los estudiantes cual recibirán Confirmación deberán 

de estar presentes en el sótano de la iglesia el sábado 23 de 

marzo de 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM para la preparación de los 

ramos. 
 

 

 Clases de Educación Religiosa Cancelada 

Domingo de Pascua de la Resurrección, 31 de marzo 

No habrá clases para los estudiantes en el Programa de 

Educación Religiosa el Domingo de Pascua de la Resurrec-

ción, 31 de marzo.  Regresan a clases el domingo 7 de abril 

a las 8:30 AM en la escuela. 
 

 

 

 

 

Registro Parroquial 

Si asiste a esta Iglesia le sugerimos que se regístrese como 

miembro de nuestra parroquia.  Formularios de inscripción 

están disponibles en la oficina parroquial.  Los sobres de 

donación vienen con registro y utilizándolos nos permiten 

darle un informe de sus contribuciones para fines 

impositivos.  Tener su nombre en nuestros registros es la 

única manera que tenemos de certificar que usted es un 

católico practicante, ya que tenemos que hacer para 

personas que se les pide que sirvan de patrocinadores 

(padrinos) de bautismo o confirmación. 

PRAYER GROUPS  &  DEVOTIONS 
Monday:  Miraculous Medal Novena 

Mondays @ 9:30 AM 
 

Tuesday:  Spanish Prayer Group @ 7:00 PM 
 

Wednesday: Our Lady of Perpetual Help  

Novena @ 9:30 AM | Novena Mass  

@ 7:00 PM (1st Wednesday) 
 

Friday:  Holy Hour / Exposition & Benediction 

1st Friday @ 9:30 AM Mass 
 

Our Lady of Fatima | Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

& Black Nazarene 

1st Friday – Angelus | Rosary | Novena to Our Lady 

of Fatima @ 6:00 PM &   

Mass @ 7:00 PM  
 

Divine Mercy Devotion Prayer Group & Choir 

4th Friday 7:30 PM - 10:00 PM (Lower Church) 
 

Saturday:  2000 Hail Mary 

1st Saturday @ 9:30 AM 
 

Lady of Mary Mediatrix of all Grace 

2nd Saturday @ 9:30 AM 
 

El Shaddai 

2nd, 3rd and 4th Saturday  

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM (Lower Church) 
 

Sunday:  Ascension Parish Rosary Society 

1st Sunday @10:00 AM  
 

Religious Education Children’s Choir 

2nd, 3rd ,4th  and if applicable 5th Sunday @ 11:15 

 AM-12:30 PM 
 
 

Divine Mercy Devotion Prayer Group and 

God the Father of All Mankind Devotion 

Prayer Group 

4th Sunday @ 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM (Lower Church) 

3:00 PM - 6:00 PM (Church) 

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM (Lower Church) 
 

 

CFC Christian Life Program* 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, and if applicable 5th Sunday 

@ 2:00 to 5:00 PM (Lower Church) 

    4th Sunday of the month @ 3:00 to 6 PM (Lower Church) 

*     *     *     *     *     *     *  

Rosary Making Ministry   

                           To request supplies and/or pick up rosaries,  

                  please email: marie_panas@msn.com 
 

 

 

EVENTS / NEWS & UPDATES 
DIVINE MERCY 

Nine Days Novena & Mass Schedule 
Day 1 - March 29 Good Friday | 6:30 pm Rosary & Novena 

Day 2 - March 30 Holy Saturday | 6:30 pm Rosary & Novena 

Day 3 - March 31 Easter Sunday | 6:00 pm Rosary, 7:00 pm Novena, MASS 

Day 4 - April 1 Easter Monday | 6:30 pm Rosary, 7:00 pm Novena, MASS 

Day 5 - April 2 Easter Tuesday | 5:30 pm Rosary, 7:00 pm Novena, MASS 

Day 6 - April 3 Easter Wednesday | 5:30 pm Rosary, 7:00 pm Novena, MASS 

Day 7 - April 4 Easter Thursday | 5:30 pm Rosary, 7:00 pm Novena, MASS 

Day 8 - April 5 Easter Friday | 5:30 pm Rosary, 7:00 pm Novena, MASS 

Day 9 - April 6 Easter Saturday | 6:00 pm Rosary, 7:00 pm Novena, MASS 

Feast Day:  Divine Mercy Sunday (April 7, 2024) 3:00 PM Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament, Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Benediction; 4:00 PM Mass fol-

lowed by Procession (Rosary)  

Note:  For a meaningful Divine Mercy Sunday Celebration, the Sacra-

ment of Confession is strongly encouraged.   
 

Reconciliation Monday:  On Monday, March 25th, we will celebrate 

our annual diocesan observance of “Reconciliation Monday.”  Priests 

will be available to hear confessions between the hours of 9:45 AM to 

11:00 AM and 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM. 



Saint’s Corner: 

St. Cyril of Jerusalem 

March 18 

Cyril was born of Christian parents around the year 315 

and brought up in Jerusalem, where he received an excellent 

education, especially in Holy Scripture.  About the year 345 he 

was ordained a priest and given the task of catechizing those 

preparing for baptism.  This role gave him the opportunity to 

create his primary surviving writing, the one which earned him 

the designation of Doctor of the Church.  This is a collection of 

23 catechetical lectures.  The first 18 were given during Lent, 

and the concluding five instructed the newly baptized during the 

weeks after Easter.  These lectures or Catecheses remain valu-

able as examples of the teaching and ritual of the Church in the 

middle of the 4th century. 

Cyril became bishop of Jerusalem around the year 350, 

and thereafter his life was a constant battle against the Arian 

heresy.  Arianism, the great heresy which divided the Church in 

the 4th century, taught that Jesus, the Son of God, was a creature 

of like substance, but not of the same substance as God the Fa-

ther.  Bishops were divided between orthodox bishops and Arian 

bishops.  Bishops were sent into exile.  Three times Cyril was 

sent into exile.  The first time was because a group of powerful 

Arian bishops deposed him.  On two other occasions the Arian 

Emperors Constantius and Valens exiled him in turn.  All in all 

Cyril spent 16 years in exile, almost half of his 35 years as 

bishop.  Despite the complex politics of the Arian heresy, his 

faith was the orthodoxy of the Catholic faith.  At the Council of 

Constantinople, which was held in 381 and gave a death-blow to 

Arianism, Cyril was praised as a champion of orthodoxy against 

the Arians.  This was entirely confirmed in 1882 when Pope Leo 

XIII declared him Doctor of the Church.  Cyril died in the year 

387. 

Cyril is a model in many respects.  He loved the truth 

dearly, and out of faithfulness to the truth, suffered much.  How-

ever, he was always willing to reach out to his adversaries in an 

effort to understand their point of view.  It takes a lot of courage 

to be faithful “to the truth, and nothing but the truth,” as we re-

peat in our courts of law.  One must be at the same time uncom-

promising as regards truth itself - to the point of suffering for it, 

if need be - and at the same time aware that we do not have a 

monopoly on truth and that our adversaries usually possess, part 

of it.  A Christian love of truth will make us lovers of Christ 

(who is the Truth) and lovers of our opponents, who also are 

seekers of the truth, perhaps even more that we are. 

NEW TO OUR PARISH? 

WELCOME! PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 

New parishioners are to register in the Parish. Please notify the Parish 

Office of any changes in address or phone number.  

Name ____________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________________________ 

Email____________________________________________________  

_____I wish to receive a registration form 

_____I have an address change  

_____I am moving out of the Parish 

Please cut out and return to Parish office or drop in the collection 

basket.   Thank you. 
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