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ASCENSION

Roman Catholic Church
86-13 55" Avenue Elmhurst, NY 11373

Parish Mission Statement

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we, the people of Ascension, strive to be united in Christ
through worship and prayer, grow in Christ through God’s word and the sacraments,
and serve Christ in one another by sharing time, talent and treasure.

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

OCTOBER 29, 2023

LTINSV From the Pastor’s Desk:

Dear Ascension Family,

Blessings of peace and good health!
T - T Many years ago a ship named MV Doiia Cassandra
Y Y Pl sunk cn route from Butuan to Cebu, Philippines. The vessel
sank at the shark infested waters of Bohol Sea bringing sev-
eral hundred passengers with her. More than a hundred perished in the tragedy, which was
blamed primarily on bad weather.

There were four Good Shepherd Sisters on that ship: Sisters Concepcion Conti,
Consuelo Chuidian, Mary Catherine Loreto, and Virginia Gonzaga. At one point during the
sinking, they were given their own individual life vests. They immediately took them and
put them on. However, when they started going around the ship, they realized that many of
the passengers did not have any life vests simply because there were not enough for all.

Thus, without hesitation, they courageously took off their own life vests and gave
them to people who had none. In the end, when rescuers started recovering and counting
the bodies of the victims who had drowned, they included the bodies of these four sisters.

In today’s gospel reading, a scholar of the law asked Jesus, “Teacher, which com-
mandment in the law is the greatest?” In response Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your
God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. . . You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.”

For some of us, especially those who are “skeptics,” hearing these two command-
ments, we may ask, “What? Loving God with ALL your heart, ALL your soul, ALL your
mind? And your neighbor as yourself? Is this really possible? Can this really be done?
Can people, real people, truly love like this?”

An answer to such skepticism is what those four Good Shepherd sisters did. They
achieved what some people may think is simply not possible. Exactly by giving, offering
their own life vests to those who had none, all in the name of faith in their God and all in the

continue next page

Rectory Office Hours: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM - 12:00 Noon | 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM | 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM
Telephone: (718) 335-2626 | Fax: (718) 335-4181
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name of genuine concern for their neighbor, they were able to manifest and express a love, which is the very kind of love, the very qual-
ity of love which Jesus speaks of and insists on in today’s gospel reading - unconditional, uncompromising love! How can we learn to

love like this?

Loving is an art. Like any art, it is learned not through books, not through seminars, not through discussions, but through actual
practice. For just as a person learns how to play the piano only by actually playing the piano, just as a person learns how to drive a car
only by actually driving a car, we learn how to love much only by actually loving much.

That is why we need to realize that our quality of loving needs to be given time - time to grow, time to deepen. This is so be-
cause we do not immediately begin to love God with all our heart, with all our mind, and all our strength. And surely, we do not all of a
sudden just begin to love our neighbor as we love our selves. Indeed it is quite apparent that we are not natural-born lovers!

Our way of loving may initially be self-centered. Our way of loving may be self-seeking, self-serving. Many times, perhaps,
we are too concerned with “what will I get in return? What will I receive in return?”

However, after much practice our quality of loving may slowly, gradually begin to become less and less self-serving, less and
less self-seeking, and become more and more Christ-like. Like any act that we have to learn, it might be difficult in the beginning, just as
a baby finds it difficult to walk at first. But when one does it often enough, it becomes easy. It becomes easier to love.

This was most likely the case with the four Good Shepherd sisters. A person does not decide to give up his or her life in the
name of love in an instant. Great and heroic acts of love are surely preceded by small acts of love - small, little acts of charity, simple

acts of kindness and gentleness.

In other words, what those four sisters did at the sinking of the MV Dosia Cassandra was not an isolated event. They had been
loving much even before this disaster. They had been caring much long before this tragedy took place. What happened in that ship was

just a culmination, a climax to all the acts of loving in their lives.

Practice. This is how the art of loving works. This is how, in the end, we can learn, aided by God’s grace to love with all our
heart, with all our soul, with all our mind, and to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. That is why we should not belittle our simple
acts of loving. We should not belittle our very capacity to love - giving thanks, forgiving people, giving our time and sharing our talents

and treasure, affirming others. This is how we begin.

Let us pray for God’s grace that we may learn the art of loving.

Praying for you all,
Fr. Anacleto

SACRAMENTS

Baptism
2" Saturday of the month @ 11:00 AM, Baptism Class is the
last Saturday of the month preceding the baptism @ 9:00 AM,
pre-registration is needed, available in English & Spanish in-
struction. Please call the rectory to schedule, at least one month
ahead of desired date. For further information and for the re-
quirements of the godparents, please call the Rectory office.

Confession
Saturday @ 4:00 —4:40 PM and by appointment

Marriage
Couple should contact the rectory office for information and
registration at least 6 months prior to the date of marriage.

Anointing of the Sick
Call the rectory to arrange for a Priest’s visit
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CHURCH OFFERING

October 22,2023
1* Collection - $5,511.00
2" Collection - $1,637.00
October 22™ - World Mission Sunday
Upcoming Collections
October 29™ - Faith Formation

November 1* - All Saints Day
November 5™ - Upkeep of Rectory & Grounds
November 12" - Fuel Offering
November 19" - Catholic Campaign for Human Development
November 23™ - Thanksgiving Day Offering
November 26" - Church Maintenance

Online Giving
If you are interested in donating online, please visit the parish
website. Parishioners can schedule their contribution to be made
weekly, bi-weekly or monthly.

Religious Education

Faith Formation Classes are held Sundays from 8:45 AM to
11:00 AM. Classes take place at the Ascension School, 86-37
53™ Avenue, (across the street from the firchouse). The classes
run from September through June. Classes are for children in
grades 1 through 8™. Proof of baptism is required for children
who are being registered for the first time, as well as birth cer-
tificate. For further information on registration please call the
Rectory Office at 718-335-2626.

Volunteers Needed: If you would be interested in volunteering
for the Faith Formation Program, please call the Parish Office
at 718-335-2626

or e-mail ascensionfaithformationoffice@gmail.com

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA)
Are you an unbaptized adult but want to be baptized in the
Catholic church? Or, are you baptized non-Catholic who desires
to be a Catholic? Or, are you baptized Catholic in need of the
Sacrament of Confirmation? The Order of Christian Initiation
for Adults is the place for you.

For further information please call the Rectory office at 718-335
-2626.




Saturday, October 28"

5:00 PM Mike Chan
Sunday, October 29"
8:30 AM People of the Parish
10:00 AM Eufrosina Costales
11:30 AM In Honor of St. Jude
1:00 PM Vincent Ofori-Atta

Alfredo Alejandro Ramirez Morales
Aniceto Ramirez Riafios
Antonio Flores, Candida Flores,
Irma Xochimitl, Isidro Flores, Lucila Portilla,
Arsenio Garay, Jesus Tlachino (L) & Family,
Sofia Xochimitl (L), Alicia Oropeza (L),
Trinidad Xochimitl (L), Anyelina Sotamba (L) &
Family, Odalys Castro (L) & Family,
Jazmin Gallardo (L), Mia Carina Gallardo (L),
Alana Sofia Gallardo (L) & Emanuel Pedro Gallardo (L)
Alison Guevara

Monday, October 30"

7:00 AM Pedro Zaragoza, Jr.

9:00 AM Fe Dejano (L)

Tuesday, October 31*

7:00 AM Ricardo Lozano, Jr.

9:00 AM Salvador Avendano

Wednesday, November 1% - All Saints Day

7:00 AM Antonio Alialy

9:00 AM Amado Francisco

7:00 PM Anthony Zorovich

Thursday, November 2™ - All Souls’ Day

7:00 AM Angeles C. Maranan & Joventino Maranan
9:00 AM Nenita & Leonardo Silverio, Angelina Botuyan
& Jesus Macaraeg, Sr.
Parish Remembrance Mass
7:00 PM All Poor Souls in Purgatory

Friday, November 3™ - St. Martin de Porres, Religious

7:00 AM All Souls’ Mass Remembrance
9:00 AM Martha & Bartley Barrins
7:00 PM Cecilia Ortega & Francen Ong (L)

Saturday, November 4™ - St. Charles Borromeo, Bishop
9:00 AM Purgatorial Society
All Soul’s Mass Remembrance

[C=—p=<=4

Please pray for: @/g«,w¥
Antonio Alialy Fyt

Pray for the Sick:

7/‘ Rosa Tan, Carmen Moredo, Sandra P. Carvajal. Julissa Martinez,

( 7% Luis Amulfo, Elizabeth Yee, Elie Fornilda, Jose Reynel Vigoya,
({ ,(;) Joel Rivera, Sursatti Shaw, Gloria Patricia Rios, Harold, Diego y

° Kennedy Gomez, Elisa Marquina, Maria Daulo, Jose M. Rosado,
Karla Nicole Paredes, Romelia Arenas, Rubiela Arenas, Enrique Soto, Eduardo
D. Soto, Teresita Danseco, Evangeline & Victoria Danseco, Nazarette Serion,
Greta Tasayco, Nerissa Infante, Laura Kreft, Shirley Ann Gundran, Egbert
Nuiiez, Avelina Quilung, Dennis Anthony Calimlim, Exelito Valencia, Boni-
facio Guiab, Margie Bulwag, Egbert Nufiez, Maria Dala Rosa George, Renato
Go, Leticia Maranan. To add names, please call the Parish Office.

MEMORIALS
October 29 — November 4

Altar Bread and Wine has been donated
In Loving Memory of
Purgatorial Society

o
——

Sanctuary Lamp will burn
In Loving Memory of
Marcelina M. Ira ‘_!_,

Altar Flowers has been donated

In Loving Memory of
(please contact the Rectory Olffice to request a flower memorial)

Altar Candles will burn
In Loving Memory of
Amado Francisco

Memorials are available, kindly contact Rectory Office.

EUCARISTIC REVIVAL 2022-2024
Series of Short Catechesis on the Eucharist

Why is the Eucharist important? The sacraments are the crown
of the Catholic faith, and the Eucharist is the crown of the sacraments.
Why are the sacraments the crown of the Catholic faith? Because the
God we believe in the Creeds and obey in the Commandments, we
meet and receive in the sacraments. Why is the Eucharist the crown of
the sacraments? Because “in the blessed Eucharist is contained the
whole spiritual good of the Church, namely Christ himself’(CCC
1324). Baptism is the most necessary sacrament, because without
Baptism we cannot receive the other sacraments and we cannot get to
heaven. Yet, despite all the wonderful things that Baptism and the
other five sacraments accomplish in the soul, they still are but instru-
ments of God for the giving of grace. Whereas in the Eucharist we
have not merely an instrument for the giving of grace but we have the
actual Giver of grace himself, Jesus Christ our Lord, truly and person-
ally present.

Why is the Eucharist the source and summit of the Christian
life? The Eucharist is the source and summit of the Christian life be-
cause the Eucharist is both the origin and the end of that supernatural
reality which is the point of everything in the Catholic religion. That
reality, called by many different names, such as “salvation”, “eternal
life”, “sanctifying grace”, “Kingdom of God”, and “Christian life”,
consists in participating in the very life of God. The Eucharist is the
origin of that because it does more than merely symbolize it: the
Eucharist actually gives us that. And the Eucharist is the culmination
of the Christian life, of man’s life in relation to God, because it “is the
culmination both of God’s action sanctifying the world in Christ and of
the worship men offer to Christ and through him to the Father in the
Hoy Spirit”(CCC1325). In other words, the Eucharist is the source and
summit of Christian life because the Eucharist is not only a way to
receive grace, but it is Jesus himself, who is the source of all graces,
and the goal or summit of our lives.

e

A} United in Communion,
Annual Catholic United in Charity
Appeat 2023 Summary Report as of October 23, 2023

Goal: $51,617
Pledged: $42,555.06
Received: $36,012.36

To donate on-line: https://catholicfoundationbq.org/ annual-catholic-
appeal/Checks can be made out directly to:
Annual Catholic Appeal
Diocese of Brooklyn P.O. Box 310
Kensington, CT 06037-0310
Remember, that no gift is too small. Thank you.




Spanish Corner:

El Sacramento del Bautismo
Tenemos Bautismo en espaiol el tercer sabado del mes a las 11:00 AM
La clase pre-bautismal sera el sabado antes del bautismo a las 9:00 AM
Se requiere inscripcion previa para la clase y el Bautismo, lo menos con
un mes de anticipacion. Llamar a la oficina parroquial para mas
informacion y para los requisitos de los padrinos.

Clases de Educacion Religiosas Para Adultos
La Orden de la Iniciacion Cristiana de Adultos (OICA) son clases para
adultos necesitados de recibir los sacramentos de Bautismo, Comunion
o Confirmacion. Las clases de OICA también son para adultos que no
son Catolicos, pero estan interesados en ser Catodlico.

Para informacion sobre el programa y atencion en espaiiol, llamar al 718
-335-2626, en el horario de dia de lunes a viernes.

Clases De Educacion Religiosa para Nifos/Jévenes

Las clases de Educacion Religiosa para los nifios/jovenes del primero a
octavo grado toman lugar los domingos de 8:45 AM a 11:00 AM de
septiembre a junio. Las clases toman lugar en la Escuela Asuncion, 86-
37 53™ Avenue, (frente la estacion de bomberos). Se requiere prueba de
bautismo y acta de nacimiento para todo nifio registrado por primer vez.
Para mas informacion en espaiiol llamar al 718-335-2626, en el horario
de dia de lunes a viernes.

Nuestra parroquia necesita catequistas y voluntarios para el programa de
educacion religiosa. Animamos a los que puedan a compartir su fe
Catoélica, su tiempo y talento. Si le interesa, favor de llamar a la Oficina
Parroquial.

Campaiia Catélica Anual Del 2023
Unidos en Comunion  Unidos en Caridad
Mas que nunca, necesitamos su ayuda para difundir la luz de Cristo en
nuestra ciudad y vecindarios contribuyendo a la Campafia Catolica
Anual del 2023. Su participacion lo une en la fe con otros en la iglesia
para hacer buenas obras durante tiempos desafiantes con nuevas formas
innovadoras:

Haga su donacion hoy en Annual Catholic Appeal.org o envié un texto
con las siglas ACA al 917-336-1255. Para donar en linea: https://
catholicfoundationbq.org/ annual-catholic-appeal/

Recuerden que cualquier cantidad sera aceptada. Gracias.

Recitacion del Santo Rosario
El Grupo de Oracién en espaiiol y la comunidad hispana se reunirdn en
la Gruta de la Iglesia el miércoles 1° de noviembre a las 6:00 pm para
recitar el Santo Rosario. Todos estan invitados.

Solemnidad de todos los Santos
El miércoles 1° de noviembre es la Solemnidad de Todos los Santos. Es
un Dia de precepto, por lo tal tendremos Misa a las 7:00 am, 9:00 am y
7:00 pm. No tendremos Misa anticipada el dia anterior.

Conmemoracion de Todos los Fieles Difuntos
El jueves 2 de noviembre conmemoramos todos los fieles difuntos.
Nuestro horario de Misa es 7:00 am, 9:00 am y 7:00 pm. La Misa de las
7:00 pm sera para conmemorar nuestros seres queridos y los feligreses
de la parroquia que han muerto durante el afio pasado.

Hora del Otofio
El horario de verano terminara el domingo 5 de noviembre. Recuerden
atrasar su reloj una hora antes de acostarse el sabado 4 de noviembre.

PRAYER GROUPS & DEVOTIONS

Monday: Miraculous Medal Novena
Mondays @ 9:30 AM

Tuesday: Spanish Prayer Group @ 7:00 PM

Wednesday: Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Novena @ 9:30 AM | Novena Mass
@ 7:00 PM (1* Wednesday)

Thursday: Rosary Making Ministry - to request supplies and/
or pick up rosaries, please email:
marie_panas@msn.com

Friday: Holy Hour / Exposition & Benediction
1* Friday @ 9:30 AM Mass
Our Lady of Fatima | Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
& Black Nazarene
1* Friday — Angelus | Rosary | Novena to Our Lady
of Fatima @ 6:00 PM &

Mass @ 7:00 PM
Divine Mercy Devotion Prayer Group & Choir
3" Friday 7:30 PM - 10:00 PM (Lower Church)

Saturday: 2000 Hail Mary
1* Saturday @ 9:30 AM
Lady of Mary Mediatrix of all Grace
2" Saturday @ 9:30 AM
El Shaddai
2", 3" and 4™ Saturday
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM (Lower Church)

Sunday: Ascension Parish Rosary Society

1** Sunday @10:00 AM

Religious Education Children’s Choir

2", 3™ 4™ and if applicable 5" Sunday @ 11:15
AM-12:30 PM

Divine Mercy Devotion Prayer Group and
God the Father of All Mankind Devotion
Prayer Group

4" Sunday @ 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM (Lower Church)
3:00 PM - 6:00 PM (Church)

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM (Lower Church)

CFC Christian Life Program*
1%, 2™ 3™ and if applicable 5" Sunday
@ 2:00 to 5:00 PM (Lower Church)
4" Sunday of the month @ 3:00 to 6 PM (Lower Church)

EVENTS / NEWS & UPDATES

Recitation of the Holy Rosary: The Spanish Prayer Group and the
Spanish community will gather on Wednesday, November 1* at 6:00 pm
in the grotto to recite the Holy Rosary. All are welcome.

All Saints Day: Wednesday, November 1% is All Saints Day a Holy
Day of obligation. Our Mass schedule is 7:00 am, 9:00 am, and 7:00
pm. There will not be a Vigil Mass on Tuesday, October 31*.

All Souls’ Day: Thursday, November 2™ is All Souls’ Day. Our Mass
schedule is 7:00 am, 9:00 am, and 7:00 pm Parish Remembrance Mass.
At the 7:00 pm Parish Remembrance Mass we remember all our loved
ones and friends who have gone before us as well as those from the
parish who have died in the last year.

Daylight Savings Time: Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, No-
vember 5™, Please remember to turn your clock back one hour before
going to bed on Saturday, November 4™
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Saint’s Corner:
St. Anthony Mary Claret
October 24

Anthony Mary Claret was born at Sellent, Spain, in
1807. From his childhood he practiced his father’s trade of cloth
-weaving. His extraordinary intelligence drew him to seek the
priesthood. At age 22 he entered the seminary and was ordained
a priest in 1835. But he wanted to become a foreign missionary,
so he entered the Jesuit novitiate in Rome but illness cause him
to see that the life of a Jesuit was not where he was being called.

He returned to Spain and undertook pastoral activities
among his own people. Throughout Catalonia he gave parish
missions and retreats centered on the Holy Eucharist and devo-
tion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary for which he became
popular. Eventually in 1849 Anthony founded the congregation
of the Missionary Sons of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (known
today as the Claretians).

The following year Fr. Claret was appointed archbishop
of Santiago in Cuba, a much-neglected archdiocese. Coura-
geously he set about to reform it. He preached against concubi-
nage and championed the cause of the black slaves. He encour-
aged credit unions among the people and proposed sound farm-
ing methods, like rotation of crops and family-owned farms in-
stead of the existing single crop, sugar cane, owned by landlords.
These efforts provoked the hostility of vested interests. Several
attempts were made on his life - 14 to be exact. In one instance
a hired assassin slashed open his face and wrist.

In 1857 Archbishop Claret was recalled to Spain and
appointed chaplain of Queen Isabella II. He was a prolific
writer. Aside from his duties as chaplain for the queen, he got
involved in the apostolate of the press. In several places he
founded societies for the publishing and distribution of free
Catholic literature, much of which he wrote himself.

During the Spanish Revolution of 1868, he accompa-
nied the queen into exile in France. From there he went to Rome
and participated in the First Vatican Council, winning the admi-
ration of his fellow bishops because of his eloquent defense of
papal infallibility. Shortly afterwards he returned to France and
there a fatal illness overcame him. He died on October 24, 1870
at the age of 63. Pope Pius XII canonized him in 1950.

NEW TO OUR PARISH?
WELCOME! PARISH MEMBERSHIP:

New parishioners are to register in the Parish. Please notify the Parish
Office of any changes in address or phone number.

Name

Address

Phone:

Email

_ T'wish to receive a registration form

___ T'have an address change

] am moving out of the Parish

Please cut out and return to Parish office or drop in the collection
basket. Thank you.

Children’s Section:

V. Eternal rest grant unto tl"lem, O Lord.
R. And let the Pcrpc’cua] ]ight shine upon them.
And may the souls of all the faithful dePar‘tccl, through the mercy of God, restin peace. Amen.
© TheCatholicKid.com




Phone (718) 639-3623

PAPAVERO FUNERAL HOME vwibfoods.com
Family Owned & Operated for 5 Generations % O

72-27 Grand Avenue Maspeth, NY 11378 G

Joseph B. Papavero (718) 651-3535 Joseph A. Papavero Ay

Kevin M. Papavero Bart J. Papavero 900 Grand Ave., Maspeth
P www.papaverofuneralhome.com P 60pef1’;dggysvle\.We:ipe

Ascension Faith Formation Classes

Grades 1 through 8 “Rego Park NY 11374
86-13 55th Avenue, 718-897-3401
Elmhurst, NY 11373 Leo F KEAR NS, Inc.
718-335-2626 FUNERAL HOMES
718-335-4181 Family Owned and Operated Since 1900
ED.I.C. INSURED PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
VISIT US AT WWW.LEOFKEARNS.COM
i remier rinting 61-40 Woodhaven Blvd., Rego Park
¥* 718 441-3300

Tenemos Directores de Funerales que hablan en Espaiiol

GERARD J. NEUFELD, INC. FUNERAL HOME Es:. 1940

« PRIVATE PARKING
88-04 43rd AVE 718-424-4000 . REASONABLE RATES
ELMHURST ' Serving Elmhurst~Jackson Heights~Corona Se Habla Esparol

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
YOU NEED A MEDICAL ALERT
At HOME or AWAY

rt V ~ri ol | This deluxe padded cover Bible is a classic Spanish Edition featuring the popular
. e || Catholic Latinoamericana translation.

Spanish Bible
Latinoamericana Translation ‘

Nuestra Biblia Catdlica Familiar

‘ 7 ) i N Features: Gold-gilded pages, Scripture Readings for Our Wedding Day,
MDMedAlert Padded covers and gold embossing, Stories of Christmas and Easter and
Presentation page

Burgundy padded cover................cooouu. $56.99 post paid

No Contract - No Fees - E-Z Setup - md-
Fireside Catholic Heritage
Edition Bible
The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New American

Bible Revised Edition translation is the ideal Catholic
Family Bible.

ECIO The Church Bulletin, Inc. » 200 Dale Street » W. Babylon, NY 11704
iEnclosed please find check/money order for § __ to cover the cost;
iof o (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped post:
ipaid to:
iName

Address

City State Zip

Features; Our Catholic Family, Family Record
section and Burgundy padded cover with gold-gilded

dges.
PR Only $79.99 post paid

C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc.
200 Dale Street * W. Babylon, NY 11704

Enclosed please find check/money order for $ to cover the cost

(quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipp ANTE
e HELILFP W TED
Name Great Income Potential
Address : Full and Part Time Positions
City State Zip

To Sell Advertising in
Brooklyn and Queens Church Bulletins
Bilingual a plus
Call 631-249-4994

for more information

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS

And Let Them Know You Appreciate Their Support of the Parish Bulletin
That’s the Best Way to Thank Them for Your Bulletin

#224 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 - www.thechurchbulletininc.com * geosk@aol.com




